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LITTER PICKS
A record number of seventeen volunteers attended
the June Litter Pick, including three Scouts from
148th (St Dunstan’s) Scout Group. It was
heartening to see so many in attendance, the sun
shone and 22 bags of litter were collected.
Why don’t you join us for the next one? The picks
start at 10.00 a.m. and last one and a half hours.
Pickers and sacks are provided and all you need is
suitable footwear and gloves. Children must be
accompanied. The dates of future Litter Picks can
be found under ‘Dates to be Remembered’.

Regular meetings continue to take place with
Birmingham City Council Bereavements Officers.
The change in political party last year resulted in the
inevitable change of the cabinet member responsible
for cemeteries and crematoriums and this often
results in different thinking. The FBEC committee
members and local councillors have relayed
pertinent issues to the current cabinet member and
we have been assured that the political will exists, in
respect of the Chapels, to ensure that whatever can
be done will be done. As far as FBEC and a number
of local councillors are concerned, this matter will be
taken to conclusion, one way or another. In the
THANK YOU ANNE
meantime FBEC continues to work and lobby for
improvements in the cemetery. We knew at the
Sadly, Anne Courbet announced her decision to
beginning that this would be a long term project.
step down from the Committee of Friends of
Brandwood End Cemetery as from the AGM in
April. Anne was the founder member of the Friends
DATES TO BE REMEMBERED
and worked tremendously hard to get the
organisation off the ground.
Litter Picks: Saturday 7th September 2013
Since the inauguration of FBEC she has worked
Sunday 1st December 2013
tirelessly for the future of the Chapels, latterly as
Saturday 1st March 2014
Chairman, and has been the inspiration and driving
All commencing at 10.00 a.m.
force behind so many of our projects. Anne now
feels it is time to spend a little more time pursuing
Service of Remembrance:
her many other interests but will continue to work
Sunday 10th November 2013
with us on a less formal basis.
Commencing at 10.50 a.m.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The eighth Annual General Meeting of the Friends
of Brandwood End Cemetery was held on
Thursday 11th April at the Brandwood Centre,
Kings Heath. The meeting was poorly attended
and next year a different venue will be considered,
one more easily accessible.

REMEMBRANCE AT BRANDWOOD END
CEMETERY
Each year on Armistice Sunday a short Service of
Remembrance takes place at the Cross of Sacrifice.
The Service commences at 10.50 a.m. and includes
two minutes silence at 11.00 a.m.

The Committee was duly elected as follows:
Philip Brown, Sarah Courbet, Jane Edwards,
Adrian Harris, Coral Howard, Carola Klein, Julian
Pritchard, Brian Rai and Barrie Simpson.
Following the formalities of the Meeting the
Reverend Douglas Wilks gave a very interesting
talk on the Cemeteries of the Jewellery Quarter.
At first the Committee Meeting following the
Annual General Meeting , the following duties
were allocated:
Chairman/Secretary:
Jane Edwards
Vice-Chairman:
Barrie Simpson
Treasurer:
Julian Pritchard
Membership Secretary: Sarah Courbet
Newsletter Editor:
Coral Howard
BLESSING OF GRAVES
Each year, on or around the 1st November, a
Ceremonial Blessing of the Graves takes place.
The Catholic Clergy in the local area and grave
owners meet in front of the Chapels. A few
prayers are said, then the grave owners go to their
particular grave and a member of the Clergy
comes to the grave and gives a blessing. This is
not organised by Friends of Brandwood End
Cemetery and the actual date and time can be
confirmed by the local, or your own, Parish Priest.

KINGS HEATH VILLAGE SQUARE
In 2011 FBEC made a donation for a paver to be
placed in the New Village Square. Unfortunately
the word Cemetery was spelt incorrectly and at last
it has been corrected.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Telephone: 0121 605 4316

GATES & ROAD MARKINGS

E-mail: friendsofbec@gmail.com

The gates at both the Woodthorpe Road and Broad
Lane entrance have been painted and are looking
very smart.
Road markings to warn traffic of pedestrians
emerging from a hidden entrance have now
appeared outside both gates on Broad Lane and
there will soon be a sign in the cemetery warning
exiting pedestrians that they may encounter fast
moving traffic.
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