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BROAD LANE GATES
In addition to the road markings to warn traffic of
pedestrians emerging from a hidden entrance, there
is now a notice inside the gates warning exiting
pedestrians that they may encounter fast moving
traffic.

2013 has been a year when Friends of Brandwood
End Cemetery have had to take a step back and think
again about the way to move forward in 2014.
We were all very disappointed when Birmingham
City Council had to withdraw their support for a
lottery bid relating to the twin terracotta Mortuary
Chapels. Along with many local organisations, we
saw the time when Birmingham City Council would
be in a position to support any bid we might propose
mover further and further away. We are now
working with the Bereavements Department to
investigate alternative fund raising options. In the
meantime we will continue with our other achievable
projects within the cemetery, whilst keeping the
Chapels at the front of our campaign

DRIVEWAY REPAIRS
Some of the driveways in the Cemetery are in
urgent need of repair and the resurfacing of five
areas has been agreed. This is due to take place
early in 2014 and some of the drives will be closed
to traffic whilst work is carried out.
HEDGES

BAT WALK
Many people enjoyed the Bat Walk led locally by
Brum Bats in 2011 but sadly in 2012 the event was
rained off. However, on 19th September 2013 Brum
Bats and the Ranger Service arranged another. The
walk started at Jasmin Fields, continued through
Brandwood End Cemetery and ended at Brandwood
Pool. This was a very successful and well attended
event.

The hawthorn hedge planted round the Civilian
Garden of Remembrance in Section 33 is growing
well and has had it’s first serious cut. There are
now plans to re-instate another hedge, this time
round a row of Military Graves close to the Civilian
Garden of Remembrance. Funding via a grant has
been agreed for this hedge and the hawthorn whips
have been purchased. At the moment the whips are
in a trench ready for planting in the spring.
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WOODTHORPE SCHOOL
Late in the summer term, a class of pupils from
Woodthorpe Junior and Infant School together
with two members of staff and two members from
Friends of Brandwood End Cemetery undertook
part of our Tree Walk. Undeterred by the slight
drizzle the children enjoyed looking at and
comparing the characteristics of various trees,
collecting leaves, cones and in the case of the
horse-chestnut, tiny cases which had been dropped
by the tree. They also did bark and leaf rubbings,
some made sketches and drawings, and some
joined hands to find out how many were needed to
reach right round one of the very large trees.
In the autumn term, another class was
visited in school, again by two members from
Friends of Brandwood End Cemetery. A
discussion took place in the classroom on ways of
reducing litter locally and this was followed by a
litter pick in the school grounds. The children then
moved into the Cemetery to seek more litter.

Following the litter pick they collected leaves etc.
and were challenged to take their collections home
and make collages from them.
As a follow up to this, members of the Friends
then attended a special Assembly in the school and
presented prizes for the collages, some of which
are displayed in the next column.
It is hoped that in the future other projects
involving local schools can be undertaken.
SECURITY
In the interests of security please remember to
hide all valuables and lock your car when visiting
or tending a grave.

REMEMBRANCE AT BRANDWOOD END CEMETERY
During the week leading up to Remembrance Sunday a poppy cross was placed on every War Grave in
the Cemetery and in addition a field of poppy crosses was created close to the Cross of Sacrifice. We
owe a debt of gratitude to Chris. Gascoigne of Gascoigne and Sons Ltd. who once again very
generously assisted in sponsoring the poppy crosses.
On Remembrance Sunday itself a short Service took place at the Cross of Sacrifice. The Service was
conducted by the Rev. Mr. David Fairbotham, Deacon at St. Dunstan’s Church, Kings Heath. A two
minute silence was observed at 11.00 a.m. and wreaths were laid by Councillor Barry Henley on behalf
of Birmingham City Council and it’s citizens, Barrie Simpson on behalf of Kings Heath Freemasons and
Brian Rai on behalf of Friends of Brandwood End Cemetery. This year we were privileged to have not
one but two young buglers present who played Reveille and The Last Post beautifully.
This Service has taken place on Remembrance Sunday each year since the inception of Friends of
Brandwood End Cemetery and the number of people attending is gradually increasing. The year 2014
will mark the 100th Anniversary of start of the First World War and the details of the Service will
appear in the next newsletter.

HAPPY NEW YEAR AND THANK YOU

ARTICLES FOR THE NEWSLETTER

A Happy New Year to all members and
supporters who helped with our projects
throughout 2013. The litter pickers, those who
tended the Civilian Garden of Remembrance, the
organisers of the placing of the poppy crosses
and the many people who sent in Birmingham
Mail “Wish Tokens”, the final total of these is
4548

Do you have a story or memory of Brandwood End
Cemetery that you would like to share in the
newsletter?
Perhaps you would like to make a suggestion or ask
a question relating to the Cemetery. This is your
newsletter and articles for publication would be very
welcome.

INVOLVEMENT IN THE COMMUNITY

LITTER PICKS

In addition to the projects undertaken with local
schools, Friends of Brandwood End Cemetery
have been involved in other Community Projects.
Early in the summer, our Chairman was present at
the Middle Earth Weekend held at Sarehole Mill
where a number of people showed an interest in
the work of FBEC.
In August the Ranger Service and the Friends of
Jasmin Fields, supported by New Vision held an
“Explore Jasmin Fields” event and FBEC together
with other local groups took part. The activities
included a circular walk of the nature reserve, pond
dipping, cake icing, badge making, bike
maintenance and advice on security.
Just before Christmas members of FBEC joined
other representatives of Friends groups from
Jasmin Fields Nature Reserve, Brandwood Pool,
the park Ranger Service and the local
Neighbourhood Policing team at St. Alban’s
Primary School Christmas Fayre.

Many thanks to all those who attended the Litter
Picks during 2013, this regular task contributes
greatly to the overall appearance of the Cemetery.
Dates of future Litter Picks are as follows:

All of these events gave us an excellent
opportunity to promote FBEC and interest new
members.

Saturday 1st March 2014
Sunday 1st June 2014
Saturday 6th September 2014
Sunday 7th December 2014
All commencing at 10.00 a.m.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting of Friends of
Brandwood End Cemetery will take place on
Thursday 10th April. The venue and time of this
have yet to be confirmed. Members will be
informed of these details by post three weeks
prior to the meeting. This is your opportunity to
ask questions about the Annual Reports and raise
any concerns you have. Please do come along if
you possibly can. You will receive a warm
welcome.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Telephone: 0121 605 4316
E-mail: friendsofbec@gmail.com
Post: Friends of Brandwood End Cemetery
Lakeside Centre
180 Lifford Lane
Kings Norton
Birmingham
B30 3NU

