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The Chapels

Room at St. Dunstan’s Church, Kingsfield Road,
Kings Heath B14 7JN. The meeting will
commence at 10.30 a.m. As you enter the
main gate from Kingsfield Road, the
Conference Room is to your right.

The Centenary of the sinking of the
Lusitania 0n 7th May 1915
A floral tribute was laid on the grave of Canon
Ernest Edward Maxwell Phair on the 7th May to
mark the 100th Anniversary of the sinking of the
RMS Lusitania. Canon Phair perished along with
1,197 passengers and crew when the ship was
torpedoed off the coast of Ireland.
The City Bereavements Department has
now obtained a quote for the purchase and
installation of new metal fencing with an
access gate around the perimeter of the
chapels.
Discussions are now taking place regarding
the funding and feasibility of this project and
the possibility of obtaining further quotes.

Important Notice
The eleventh Annual General Meeting of
Friends of Brandwood End Cemetery will be
held on Thursday 14th April, 2016. This year, in
an effort to make it easier for members to
attend, the meeting will be held during the
day and at a central venue. As an added
attraction, tea, coffee and cakes will be
served.
The meeting will be held in the Conference
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Hedgehog Project
In October, during the half term break,
Friends of Brandwood End Cemetery joined
with Birmingham and Black Country Wildlife
Trust and the Park Rangers to organise a
family event based around hedgehogs.
Activities included bug hunting and
hedgehog habitat spotting as well as
children drawing and making their own
hedgehogs. These activities took place
around the pool area and light rain showers
did not prevent the mums, dads and
children enjoying the afternoon.

This was the first step towards conducting a
“Hedgehog Survey and Reintroduction
Programme”. The next step is to have the
necessary funding approved and to train
members of FBEC and local residents to
observe evidence of hedgehog activity and
encourage them to make their gardens
hedgehog friendly.

Service of Remembrance 2015
This took place on Remembrance Sunday
8th November at the Cross of Sacrifice. The
Service was well attended and thanks are
extended
to
Rev.
Deacon
David
Fairbotham from St. Dunstan’s Church who
conducted the Service, the two young
buglers who performed brilliantly, and the
Standard Bearer and Representative from

the Kings Heath Branch of The Royal British
Legion. We are also grateful to the Local
Councillors
and
Representatives
of
organisations who laid wreaths and to local
residents and supporters. The number of
people attending this Service increases year
on year.
Thank you also to Bereavement Services staff
who came along on their day off to ensure
that cars did not drive through the event. It
has been known!

Poppy Crosses
During
the
week
leading
up
to
Remembrance Sunday, over 350 Poppy
Crosses were placed on the War Graves in
the cemetery and a field of Poppy Crosses
was created close to the Cross of Sacrifice.
This task was organised by one of the
Committee Members who spent a large part
of every day in the cemetery placing the
crosses, with help from others as and when
they were able. The placing of the crosses
involves a great deal of time and dedication.
A sincere thank you to all who helped,
especially the organiser.
Gratitude is also expressed to Christopher
Gascoigne of Gascoigne and Sons who
assisted with the sponsorship of the Poppy
crosses.

Tree Planting in Diamond Woodland
2015 saw the 10th Anniversary of the
inauguration of FBEC and it was decided to
mark this event by planting a new tree in the
Diamond Woodland area.

On the morning of Saturday 12th December
four members, aided by the City Tree Officer
who dug the hole, planted a Golden Alder.
This beautiful tree will offer colour and interest
all year round.

The tree needed to be planted when it
arrived and as it was unlikely that many
members would be willing to turn out early on
an autumn morning this close to Christmas, it
was decided that an official dedication of
the tree will take place later this year.

.
Another addition in the Diamond Woodland is
an attractive bench commemorating the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.

Civilian Garden of Remembrance
The refurbishment of this is due to start during
the month of March and will be carried out
by a group of local horticultural students. The
work will include: total soil replacement, the
changing of flower beds to circular shapes,
blue bricks to border the flower beds and
the division of old plants some of which will
then be replanted. Some new planting
including standard roses will be added. This
work has been made possible by an
anonymous donation.

Notice to Grave Owners
The following notice is displayed in the
cemetery:
This is to advise “Grave Owners” of their
responsibilities to comply with the Municipal
Rules and Regulations. Any trees, shrubs or
flowers planted on a grave must not
become unsightly or overgrown or encroach
on an adjacent grave and must not exceed
2ft in height. To reduce the risk of injury to
passers-by or damage to memorials and to
keep the cemetery in good order “Grave
Owners” are asked to remove or prune items
which
contravene
these
Rules
and
Regulations. In the event that “Grave

Owners” have not done so by 16th November
2015, cemetery staff will be carrying out a
programme of removal. If you have any
concerns regarding this please contact Kings
Norton Cemetery on 0121 3035583.
If you know anyone who has a grave in
Brandwood End and does not visit regularly
please could you bring this ongoing project
to their attention?

Litter Picks
The final litter pick of the year took place on
Sunday 6th December 2015 when four litter
pickers gathered 12 sacks of rubbish.
“Clean for the Queen” - a campaign to
clean up Britain in time for the Queen’s 90th
birthday in June. This event took place
nationally over the weekend of 4th/5th/6th
March which coincided with the FBEC litter
pick weekend. The litter pick scheduled for 5th
March took place on 6th March.
Dates for future Litter Picks as follows:
Sunday 5th June 2016
Saturday 3rd September 2016
Sunday 4th December 2016
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Lakeside Centre
180, Lifford Lane
Kings Norton
B30 3NU
Website: fbec.org.uk

