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                    The Chapels  

 

It is now almost a year since the work on the 

temporary roof was completed.  This work is 

not a refurbishment or repair but it will at 

least delay further deterioration. 

   Important Notice - Cancellation 

The fifteenth Annual General Meeting of the 

Friends of Brandwood End Cemetery which 

was to have taken place on the 23rd April 

2020 has been cancelled. This decision has 

been taken in the light of the Corona Virus 

and Government advice. All committee 

members have expressed their willingness to 

serve another year and therefore the 

present Officers and Committee will 

continue for another twelve months until the 

AGM in 2021. 

Copies of the Annual Report and Accounts 

will be included with this newsletter. 

  

 

 

 

 

                Poppy Crosses  

On October 27th 2019, members of the Armed 

Forces 202 Field Hospital volunteers, under the 

command of Major Harry Wallace, made a 

welcome return to the cemetery. They cleared 

four specific Commonwealth War Graves that 

were smothered by shrubbery then moved on 

to clear Holly setters from other graves. While in 

the cemetery “202” also made time to place 

Poppy Crosses in the small War Grave area 

and beneath the screen walls. 

 

During the three weeks leading up to 

Remembrance Sunday, members of FBEC and 

other volunteers placed a Poppy Cross on 

each of the War Graves in the cemetery and a 

field of Poppy Crosses was created near the 

Cross of Sacrifice. Once again we are 

indebted to Christopher Gascoigne of 

Gascoigne and Sons who generously helped 

with the sponsoring of the Poppy Crosses. 

 

 

 



                                                           

 

 Annual Service of Remembrance         

 

The Annual Service of Remembrance was 

held on Sunday 10th November 2019 and 

attendees numbered approximately one 

hundred and thirty. This figure included 

Beaver Scouts from a local Scout Group 

who joined us for the first time. The Service 

was conducted by the Rev.  David 

Fairbotham, Deacon at St. Dunstan’s 

Church, Kings Heath who always gives a 

thought provoking address. We extend our 

thanks to David and to the young bugler 

who played Reveille and The Last Post. 

Wreaths were laid by representatives of 

Birmingham City Council, West Midlands Fire 

Service, West Midlands Police, the 

Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes, FBEC, and 

the Catholic Women’s League. The Beaver 

Scouts had made their own poppy wreaths, 

pictured below, and these were also laid at 

the foot of the Cross of Sacrifice. 

 

 

 

 

 

                    Tree Walks 

Tree Walks were held in the cemetery in 

October and November.  Both were led by 

Dean Paul, the City Park Ranger for South 

Birmingham, and both took place in wet 

weather. Dean has an extensive knowledge 

of Brandwood End Cemetery and covered a 

range of interesting topics. Worth getting wet 

for. The November tree walk was, if anything, 

wetter than the previous one but that did not 

detract from the sight of the trees in all their 

autumn glory plus this amazing fairy ring. 

 

   

  Who does what in the Cemetery? 

Dawn Harding – Bereavement Officer – 

formerly a Funeral Director, Dawn joined 

Bereavement Services in 2003 starting at 

Brandwood End and now works from Kings 

Norton Cemetery and is responsible for the 

site management of both cemeteries. This 

involves the planning of burials, programmed 

maintenance, dealing with customer 

complaints/requests, dealing with Funeral 

Directors and contractors, managing health 

and safety and conforming to statutory 

legislation. Dawn finds it difficult to describe 

her day to day routine, every day is a 

complete surprise and whatever is planned 

rarely happens. She enjoys working in this 

environment because she has a passion for 

the history of Brandwood End and the 

people who are buried there.               Cont… 

 



  

 

…Cont Chloe Allen – Assistant Bereavement 

Officer – also based at Kings Norton. Chloe 

joined Bereavement Services in 2016. She 

previously worked at the Queen Elizabeth 

Hospital in Bereavement Administration and 

therefore has a background in dealing with 

families who are recently bereaved.  Chloe’s 

role is to complete all the administration in 

relation to the burials that take place, deal 

with Stonemasons and approve permits to 

erect headstones. She also deals with 

customer enquiries and deputises for Dawn in 

her absence. 

Tony Purcell – is Foreperson of Kings Norton 

and Brandwood End Cemeteries. Tony 

started with Bereavement Services in 2004 

and has worked at Brandwood End, Kings 

Norton, Yardley and Quinton so has vast 

experience of many sites. He heads a team 

of Cemetery Operatives and oversees the 

funerals and grave digging and the day to 

day running of the sites. The funerals are the 

priority for the staff, however there are 

increasing demands to improve the 

presentation of the site. This can be difficult 

with such limited staffing. 

 

                Storm Damage 

Sadly, because of recent storm damage, 

three large trees in the cemetery have been 

lost. The trees are regularly tested for safety 

but some of these had become too heavy 

for the waterlogged ground and there is no 

test for that. 

 

 

  

   

                    Holly Heroes 

 

 

Inspired by the clearance work carried out by 

the Field Hospital volunteers, the ground staff 

then set about clearing the holly self-setters, 

which had taken root among the graves 

bordering the main drive.  Now the graves 

can actually be seen.   

 

 

                  Litter Picks 

Dates of Future Litter Picks: 

Sunday 7th June 2020 

Saturday 5th September 2020 

Sunday 6th December 2020 

Why not join us? Get some fresh air and 

exercise and help the ground staff keep the 

cemetery clean and tidy. 

 

 

 



  
   

                      Tree Planting 

On a very wet day towards the end of 

November, a group of Year 6 pupils from St. 

Alban’s School took part in a tree planting 

session. This was organised by Birmingham 

Trees for Life as part of a project to replace 

diseased trees felled earlier in the year. 

 

The young people were joined by the Lord 

Lieutenant of the West Midlands, John 

Crabtree and his wife. Also present were 

local Councillor Mike Leddy, Park Ranger 

Dean and his team, a number of Birmingham 

City Council Tree Officers and members of 

FBEC.  Our thanks to Birmingham Trees for Life 

for making this event possible. 

 

     Marking Fifteen Years of Action 

At the time of issuing this newsletter there are 
plans to celebrate the Fifteenth Anniversary of 

FBEC in the following ways: 

An appeal via social media/website/posters 

for members of the public to send in 

photographs, memories and reminiscences 

relating to Brandwood End. 

Displays at local Libraries highlighting our 

achievements over the years. 

Involvement of local schools via a project or 

competition. 

Participation in Birmingham Heritage Week 

which is planned to take place from 12th to 

20th September 2020. FBEC will man an Open 

Day on Sunday 13th September and invite 

other interested organisations to join us. In the 

weeks before and after 13th it is hoped that 

guided walks in the cemetery can take place. 

We would love to think we could have the 

Chapels open for viewing but this might not be 

possible. 

All of this relies, of course, on the restrictions 

imposed by the Corona Virus.  

 

                    

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends of Brandwood End Cemetery – Contact Details 

Telephone: 0121 605 4316 

E-mail: friendsofbec@gmail.com 

Post: Friends of Brandwood End Cemetery 

         c/o Julian Pritchard  

          Lakeside Centre, 180, Lifford Lane  

          Kings Norton  

          B30 3NU 

Website: www.fbec.org.uk 

mailto:friendsofbec@gmail.com

